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Pastides: NCAA
to OK insurance,
stipends to cover
costs for athletes

Back on track

Jeﬀrey Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Gene Cone’s double in the ninth inning of Saturday’s doubleheader sparked South Carolina’s rally to beat the Tigers.

Wins at Auburn end
5-game losing streak
Danny Garrison

DGARRISON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

W hen t he Sout h Ca rol i na
baseball team traveled to Auburn
this weekend for a three-game set
against the Tigers, it looked like
the wheels had officially fallen off
for the Gamecocks.

The team had dropped fou r
straight, including its first t wo
nonconference losses of the year
to Charleston Southern and The
Citadel, and in the first game of
Saturday’s doubleheader, South
Carolina extended the skid to five
games.
But t he G a mecock s fou nd
new life in the ninth inning of
Saturday’s second game, picking
up a 3-2 victory over Auburn after

a two-run ninth inning and bring
the losing streak to a screeching
halt.
Entering the ninth frame down
2-1 Saturday evening, the South
Carolina rally was sparked by a
double from freshman Gene Cone
t hat brought i n one r u n. The
Gamecocks took the lead for good
after an RBI single from freshman
Jordan Gore.
BASEBALL • 8

USC President Harris Pastides says
the NCAA will vote this week to allow
u niversit ies to g ive st udent-at hletes
stipends and insure them against injuries.
Past ides wrote in an op-ed for t he
Chicago Tribune Sunday that the NCAA
will allow well-heeled conferences to give
athletes a stipend for incidental expenses
and insurance for career-ending injuries.
They’ll also be allowed to offer better
academic and career counseling, better
med ica l mon itor i ng a nd “en ha nced
well-being benefits including meals and
nutrition.”
He also wrote that student-athletes will
be represented under the NCA A’s new
governance structure. Two athletes will
be voting members in the organization;
previously, only universit y presidents
could vote.
Still, athletes’ two votes is a relatively
small portion of the total. By comparison,
t he ACC , Big Ten , Big 12, Pac 12
and SEC will each get four votes, or
a collective 38.7 percent of the vote,
Pastides wrote.
The NCAA will vote Thursday, one day
before football players at Northwestern
University vote on unionization.
Pastides, a member of the NCA A’s
Division I executive committee, also
crit icized t he pace of change at t he
NCAA.
“The NCA A must act now,” Pastides
w rot e . “A d m it t e d l y, t he w he el s of
progress have turned too slowly.”
— Compiled by Thad Moore,
Editor-in-Chief
DG

Carolina Dining
workers throw
surprise party

Students start tiger club

Employees of Grand Market Place
celebrate longtime coworker
Lil’ Mama’s 80th birthday

An alternative winter break trip to Carolina Tiger
Rescue in Pittsboro, N.C., has turned into a much
bigger endeavor.
Hailey Morris, a second-year public health student,
got together with other members of the trip to form
a new student organization, Generation Tiger.
“I think a lot of us kind of expected just to work
with tigers,” said Morris, the new group’s president.
“But we got there, and there’s just so many tigers
that are sent to sanctuaries or have to be euthanized
because they just become too big or aggressive for
their owner to care of them.”
Generation Tiger currently has 10 to 15 members,
a constitution and a facult y advisor, so Morris
expects that the club will become official within the
next few weeks.
According to its website, Carolina Tiger Rescue
is a “nonprofit wildlife sanctuary whose mission is
saving and protecting wild cats in captivity and in
the wild.” The sanctuary takes care of tigers rescued
from private owners.
The animals have often been abused or kept in
small cages. In South Carolina, it is legal to buy and
keep a tiger.
“It just opened our eyes to everything going on,”
Morris said. “We have no idea who has them, if they
have one in their backyard.”
One of the most surprising things the students
learned was that there are 10,000 to 20,000 tigers
in captivity, but only about 3,200 left in the wild.
Morris said that after the experience at the sanctuary,
she knew she had to take some kind of action.
“It’s such a huge issue, and we were so blown away,
and we didn’t know what we wanted to do,” Morris
said. “We just knew we wanted students back at
home to know about this.”
Morris attended a conference at the University of
Missouri after the trip about clubs that support wild
cats. About 12 other universities have clubs dedicated
to helping tigers, including Clemson’s Tigers for
Tigers organization.
Since then, Morris has been passionate about
saving tigers. She hopes that Generation Tiger will
be effective in spreading awareness about the issue to
USC students and the surrounding community by
hosting policy and fundraising events and writing to
members of Congress.
She eventually hopes their efforts will help pass
the federal Big Cats and Public Safety Protection

Natalie Pita

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Vertell Jackson, better known as Lil’ Mama,
sat in the middle of Russell House, posing for
photos with a “Happy Birthday” tiara on her
head.
“I thank God I’m 80 years old today,” she
said.
Jackson accepted presents and flowers from
students and Carolina Dining staff Friday at a
surprise party complete with balloons, a cake
and a rendition of “Happy Birthday.”
“I was off today, but they’re coming to see
me,” Jackson said. “I didn’t know I was coming
here today. ... They’re sweet people who work
for me.”
To the staff of Grand Market Place, it only
made sense. Jackson has worked at Carolina
Dining, she estimates, for 26 years.
“She is such a sweet person. You ask her to
do anything, and she’ll go the extra mile. I
can’t think of anyone better to work in Russell
House for 20 years,” said Mildred Scott, who
said she started working at USC two decades
ago and has k nown Lil’ Mama since. “She
deserves everything we did for her today.”
Jackson was originally off from work Friday,
but other Russell House employees made sure
they got to surprise her.
“I was bound and determined to bring her
today,” said Tiffany Bell, operations director
of Carolina Dining. “I didn’t want her to
work, but I wanted her to be here so we could
celebrate her.”
Carolina Dining employees took the occasion
to remember their favorite memories about Lil’
Mama. They talked about how she would still
do cartwheels in her 60s and how she shared so
many stories that her friends had no need for a
history book.
Carol West, manager of Central Market
Place, held back tears as she talked about her
MAMA • 3

Morris turns visit to Carolina Tiger Rescue
into new passion, service project
Natalie Pita

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Courtesy of Hailey Morris

Only 3,200 tigers remain in the wildlife, but between
10,000 and 20,000 are in captivity. Morris wants to
pass legislation and raise awareness about tigers.
Act, which would ensure that big cats “do not
threaten public safety, diminish the global big cat
conservation efforts, or end up living in deplorable
conditions where they can be subject to mistreatment
and cruelty.”
“I just became passionate about it because I love
tigers and it’s really scary knowing there’s only 3,200
left in the wild. I want my kids and my grandkids
to see them and know what they are,” Morris said.
“They’re such beautiful creatures, you can’t help not
love them.”
USC is currently planning another winter break
trip to the Carolina Tiger Rescue, and Morris hopes
that it becomes a regular project that can raise
interest in the issue and her organization.
“It’s really hard to explain,” Morris said. “You
kind of have to go and hear the stories and meet the
animals, so I think every year that students go on
the trip we’ll have more and more students wanting
to join.”
DG
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Man blind in 1 eye after
dispute over beer
After his neighbor refused to give him a can of
beer, a Rock Hill man assaulted him, blinding him
in one eye, The (Rock Hill) Herald reported.
The victim, 51, reported to deputies that he and
his neighbor, 43, had been drinking at a bar.
An hour later, the neighbor asked the man for
some beer and allegedly attacked him when he
refused.
The victim initially refused to let paramedics
take him to the hospital, but a police report said
that deputies insisted because he was intoxicated
and seriously injured. The man was taken to
Piedmont Medical Center.
The medical staff there told authorities that
the man was blind in his left eye, with possibly
irreversible damage.
Deputies were unable to reach the suspect by
phone because his number had been disconnected.
—Natalie Pita, Assistant News Editor

Student housing developers Columbia officials could
privatize parking garages
to receive tax breaks
Out-of-state developers building three student
apartment complexes will save about $2.1 million
in taxes each year for 10 years, The State reported.
The developers will be the first to receive a
50 percent tax break designed to attract student
housing projects to Columbia.
The complexes, which are currently expected to
open in the next two years in the Vista, are being
developed by fi rms in Columbus, Ohio, and New
York.
Mayor Steve Benjamin requested the unusual
tax break after complaining that Columbia has
missed out on tax revenue from a student housing
boom over the last eight years.
“Research showed us the projects were not
going to happen if we did not have some kind of
tax incentive,” Benjamin said last week. “This is
using an economic development tool to create the
urban, vertical development we need.”
Critics of the tax cut argue that the break is
unfair and creates an unfair advantage for some
developers.
—Natalie Pita, Assistant News Editor

APRIL 12 TO APRIL 18

The blotter comes from police reports released by the USC Division of Law
Enforcement and Safety and doesn’t include crimes reported by city or county law
enforcement.
— Selling your phone on
Craigslist? A word of advice:
Don’t pay for your customer
to move. A student selling a
Samsung Galaxy S3 for $400
got a n of fer f rom someone
claiming to be a Marine who
was moving: You pay a Texas
moving company $1,100, and
I’ll send you a MoneyGram for
$1,510. The student agreed. A
few days later, he got word that
his account was overdrawn; the
MoneyGram was fraudulent.
The customer didn’t answer
phone calls.

by the building’s residence life
coordinator: Two men were
tearing room number sig ns
down the hall. Approached by
the cops, one of the two had a
sign in his pocket. Asked for
ID, one offered a fake Florida
drivers license; he told t he
police he “made a mistake,” the
officers wrote later, and meant
to give them his South Carolina
ID. He also got a ticket for
having beer, and the other man
had a fake from Illinois. The
two were booked in at the Alvin
S. Glenn Detention Center.

— Two off icers who were
at South Quad for something
else on Friday were approached

— Sometimes, 4/20 starts
early. An officer walking along
t he 170 0 blo c k of C ol lege

City officials could privatize the city’s 10 parking
garages and the two that will be built for the Bull Street
neighborhood, The State reported.
Mayor Steve Benjamin and assistant city manager
Missy Gentry said that they are preparing to seek
proposals from the private sector for all garages within
a couple of months.
“The goal is to have a system that easily pays for itself
and also helps facilitate business growth,” Benjamin
said. “Let’s ask folks, ‘Are you interested in partnering
with us in this way?’”
Benjamin said he has been discussing privatization
with city staffers for several years, since City Council
would have to approve this change in parking practices.
The parking department says that Columbia’s 10
garages have produced revenue for the city over the
past three years, with net revenue totaling $1.3 million
from 2011 to 2013, but the city’s annual reports say
otherwise, showing deficits of almost $2 million for
fiscal years 2011 and 2012.
—Natalie Pita, Assistant News Editor

5 Theft from Building

Street near the Darla Moore
School of Busi ness saw a
Chevy Impala drive by Friday,
“smel l i ng heav i ly of bu r nt
marijuana.” The car parked,
and a Columbia police officer
smelled the pot, too. A search
of the car yielded a burnt blunt.
The driver was charged with
simple possession and released.
— Compiled by Thad Moore,
Editor-in-Chief
B r ie f s d o n’t i n cl u d e e ve r y
incident from the last week, and
suspects are presumed innocent
until proven guilty. Information
could change as investigations
continue.

4 Vandalism/ destruction of property
3 Drug/ Narcotics violation
2 Credit card fraud
2 Harassment
2 Simple assault
2 Trespassing
1 Alcohol/ liquor law violation
1 Bad Check
1 Bike Theft
1 Fake ID
1 Moped Theft
1 Motor Vehicle Theft
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MAMA • Continued from 1
relationship with Lil’ Mama.
“I got transferred up here in 2004,
and it just amazed me, just the person
she is,” West said.
A nd the Carolina Dining
administration said Jackson is an asset
in the workplace.
“She brings a lot of joy to everyone
she talks to. Every day, she comes in
she has a smile on her face,” Bell said.
“If she’s not at work, people want to
know why.”
As they talked about Jackson, they
also said that she has been able to
persevere through many hardships,
including the death of one of her five
children.
“Ma ma is a n i nspirat ion to
everyone,” said Loretta Hamilton,
who works in Russell House. “She
makes you wa nt to l ive. She’s a n
inspiration to everyone, young and
old.”

our

APP

for iPhone and Android
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Russell House employees celebrate the 80th birthday
of Vertell Jackson, better known as “Lil’ Mama.”

USC
2013-2014 SEASON

KOGER CENTER FOR THE ARTS 7:30 P.M..
APRIL 24, 2014
Felix Mendelssohn
Concerto for Violin in E minor
Catherine Cho, violin
Leonard Bernstein
On the Town: Three Dance Episodes
The Great Lover
Lonely Town pas de deux
Times Square 1944

Alberto Ginastera
Estancia: Four Dances, op. 8A

CATHERINE CHO, VIOLIN
ce (803) 251 - 2222 or capitoltickets.com
• $8 student
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE
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State officials disgrace themselves on Facebook
ISSUE
Gov. Nikki Haley and state
Sen. Katrina Shealy took their
grievances to Facebook.
OUR STANCE
Elected officials should stay
out of petty squabbling
both online and offline.
A ll Internet arguments have
basically three things in common.
Fi r s t , t he y c e nt er o n p e t t y,
unimportant topics; second, they’re
almost ent irely u nproduct ive;
a nd t h ird, t hey end up being
embarrassing to everyone involved.
So, it’s almost a relief that the
Facebook spat between Gov. Nikki
Haley a nd state Sen. K at rina
Shealy abides by all these common
s t a nd a rd s . Eve n ou r ele c t e d
off icials, who are supposed to
represent the state with utmost
dignity, don’t feel too obligated
to go out of their way to raise the
level of debate.
Let’s back up: Lillian Koller,
t he head of Sout h Ca rol i na’s

Department of Social Services,
has been under fire for allegedly
f lubbing her responsibilities as
director. Haley, who appointed
Koller, is defending both her and
her record. Shealy is less enthused
by her performance.
That’s all that should have been
said about the issue. But, perhaps
inevitably, Koller’s religion had to
get thrown into the mix.
Ha ley, i n a Facebook post ,
accused Shealy of calling Koller
an atheist. Shealy defended herself
eloquently and concisely: “I am so
angry!!!!! ... I asked the Governor’s
staff about a rumor that was going
around ... and they told me in a
private conversation that director
Koller was Jewish – I accepted that
answer.”

“Is it too much to
hope that our elected
oﬃcials would refrain
from that kind of petty
mudslinging?”

First off: None of this should
be on Facebook. Watching public
figures debate subjects as petty as
this online is an embarrassment
to the office of the governor and
our Senate. (A nd show ing of f
one’s — how should we put it —
imperfect grammar and syntax
isn’t exactly restoring our faith in
those institutions.)
S e c o nd l y, w ho c a r e s w h at
Koller’s religion (or lack thereof )
is? We eliminated restrictions on
religion in government generations
ago. It’s an ominous sign that a
specific (non-)religious belief is
thrown around as a pejorative, in
the same way that “adulterer” and
“corrupt” are.
We understand that religion
and politics are hot topics on the
internet that show no sign of dying
down. But is it too much to hope
that our elected officials would
refrain from that kind of petty
mudslinging?
And if nothing else, do we have
to argue on Facebook?

Smoking hazardous to your freedom
Addiction takes away
choice, empties wallet
I began smok ing cigaret tes
sometime last February.
I used to go out to a small crevice
between my house and a neighbor’s
fence and, new at the practice, scald
my hand two or three times before
lighting up. I’d take my iPod and
put it on the huge iron block of an
air-conditioning unit behind the
house, so whatever audiobook I
was listening to at the time would
resonate in the air. When I was
done, I’d throw the smoldering butt
into my neighbor’s ivy-strewn yard
or stash it inside a soda can.
I remember it was frigid and
windless, perfect for the aestheticminded smoker. There’s something
about that cold that makes the
line between smoke and air more
defined, like black Japanese ink on
a blank scroll. Breath in, breath out,
watch the smoke rise, repeat. That
was my favorite time to smoke.
T h e r e ’s a l s o s o m e t h i n g
addicting about the whole secrecy
business. Smoking, as an action,
is now “inconsiderate.” W hat
was once as com monplace as
d r i n k i ng black cof fee is now
pushed, u nceremoniously but
understandably, into concrete,
forgotten corner-spaces between
buildings. Naturally, people who
enjoy solit ude (i.e. non-social
smokers) already enjoy those places.
It is an act of separation from the
crowd of bright-faced passersby.
Having a smoke is just one more
act of separation. You can spot out
anti-social areas invariably by the
long graveyards of cigarette butts
— white and brown, sometimes
marked with red lipstick.
There are two methods to react
to the general anti-smoking stigma:
You can smoke out in the open,
walking around campus, weaving
between lines of students, all but
blowing smoke in their faces. These

“inconsiderate” smokers react to
the stigma by rebelling against
it whole-heartedly, daring the
world to tell them to put it out.
“Considerate” smokers have an air
of vague embarrassment (as well as
nicotine, as you might expect) that
follows them around. They don’t
smoke before class because they’re
afraid they’ll reek (and they’re
right.) They’re always conscious of
the smell they might give off. They
throw away butts in trash cans.
I was a “considerate” smoker.
I noticed the physical symptoms
about six months later. My teeth,
never in the best health, were a
curdled yellow. The fingers of
my r ight ha nd,
lacking necessary
circulation, were
stained a corpselike grey-yellowbrown. My acne,
which plagued my
youth, came back
en force. My face
Ben
was an archipelago
Crawford
of red and white
First-year
spots.
English and
Russian student
At around t his
time, I had almost
forgotten why I had started. I
vaguely remember justif ying it
thinking, “Oh, I’m an English
major. They’re expected to have
vices.”
Or “Alan Ginsburg, Christopher
Hitchens, Bertrand Russell, Martin
Amis, President Obama — smokers
(or ex-smokers) all. Why shouldn’t I
jump into that distinguished pool?”
Or, “Well, it’ll help me drop
weight and make me look cooler.”
(Yes, I actually thought that.)
Only now did I realize that
I only smoked because my body
demanded it. My brain craved
poison. People with addictions
will go to any lengths to justify
it to themselves and, if necessary,
to others. Those explanations are
all nonsense. Addiction represents

the body’s triumph over the mind.
Add ic t ion c a n a lso re semble
somet h i ng l i ke c red it c a rds,
which can be compounded to pay
the others off. Addicted to food?
Smoke, and you’ll lose weight.
Addicted to cigarettes? Chew gum,
and you’ll stop smoking so much.
I n t he end, you b e come a
prisoner of the many shack les
you’ve created.
I’ve officially “quit” Sunday for
the first and, hopefully, last time.
I’ve picked up an expensive pack
of nicotine gum that numbs and
coats my throat. It’s similar to
having your mouth numbed at a
dentist, without the large, scary
needle. Inside the gum’s box are
100 individually wrapped pieces
of gum (to keep out of the hands
of children) and four stickers of
different colors, which we are told
to “apply to your calendar.”
E a c h s t ic k e r r e p r e s e nt s a
different milestone, a one-week
sticker, a seven-week sticker, a 10week sticker and a 12-week sticker,
like those poker-esque chips given
out at AA meetings. It’s slightly sad
that I might need encouragement
from small calendar-stickers to get
me through, but, at this point, I’ll
take all the help I can get.
So, why shouldn’t you smoke?
I’m not here to tell people what to
do. I could rattle off the prescribed
answers your parents give you: It’s
bad for your health, it makes you
smell bad, it’s expensive, kissing you
will taste like licking an ashtray,
it plays into the hands of large,
unscrupulous corporations, etc,
etc. This is all basically true.
The absolute worst part of it,
however, is that you are no longer
free to choose the way you live.
What was once a choice is now an
obligation. And it becomes a test
of will to win back that freedom,
which is what was always the most
precious thing in the first place.

Gender less about social
roles, more about choice
Students need to break down
arbitrary social categories
I enrolled to study a double Honors degree in
2010 in the hope that it would make me a more
rounded intellectual.
During my first three years of universit y,
studying both English and history has certainly
come with challenges, like trying to meet the needs
of both academic departments and learning how
to consider and incorporate views and information
from contrasting perspectives. This semester,
despite having studied periods of history that are
centuries apart and works of literature from authors
all over the world, one lesson in particular has
shone out from each and every one of my classes.
A couple of weeks ago, I was in my Renaissance
class, and we were discussing Shakespeare’s comedy
“Twelfth Night.” The main character, Viola,
disguises herself as a young man in order to fi nd
a job. My teacher remarked that “Shakespeare was
drawing attention to ingrained assumptions about
gender, making us aware of the fact that gender is a
performance in itself.”
With ideas about the social construction of
gender brewing in the back of my mind, I thought
back to my very first women’s self-defense class. My
instructor told us, “You don’t have to emulate men
in order to execute these moves. You can be the
strong and independent women that you want to be
without losing sight of your feminine side.”
But as a class of 25 young women,
it took ma ny of us a couple of
times before we were able to shout
“DON’T BOTHER ME” at the
top of our voices, without smiling.
Attending these classes has made
me ac utely awa re of gendered
expectations of behavior, and defying
Evelyn
these expectations with uppercuts
Robinson
and pendulum kicks has been an eyeSecond-year
opening and liberating experience.
English and
Still, it was in my literary theory
history student
class t hat lessons about gender
performativity became especially
apparent. During the week we were studying
gender and sexuality, my professor opened up the
floor for discussion. My classmate said something
particularly important: “I feel like nowadays
everyone just wants to put everyone else away in
boxes and categories. Like when people become
obsessed with trying to figure out if someone else is
gay or straight. Can’t we just be people?”
Ca n’t we? Judg i ng by t he long st r i ng of
disheartening personal anecdotes that were shared
in class that day, sadly, the answer seems to be no.
Modern society is disturbingly preoccupied by
the need to categorize, to classify and to stereotype.
Gender and sexuality have become such a guessing
game that the word “gaydar” has made it into the
dictionary. “Legally Blonde: The Musical” even
has a number called “Gay or European?”, splitting
gender and sexuality into two easily identified
boxes. But couldn’t he have been gay and European?
Or neither?
Just t he ot her day, I was complet i ng a n
application form. Under the subheading “gender,”
the form offered three categories: “male,” “female”
and “prefer not to say.” Rather than properly
ack nowledging the existence of transgender
applicants, the form chose the usual “male” and
“female” boxes and lumped everything else together
in one indeterminate limbo space.
I n a mo der n world t h at i s s o s t r on gl y
characterized by diversity and difference, wouldn’t
the best option be to leave the boxes open so that we
can write our own identities? Definitions of gender
and sexuality should be set free, so that we can be
who we want to be without having to conform to
ideas of what is “male” and what is “female.”

WHAT’S YOUR TAKE?
Do you want your opinion voiced
in The Daily Gamecock? Contact
viewpoints@dailygamecock.com for
more information.

CONTACT INFORMATION

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily
G a m e c o c k ’s V i e w p o i n t s p a g e
is to st imu late d isc ussion i n t he
Un iver sit y of Sout h Ca rol i na
communit y. A ll published authors
a re e x p e c ted to prov ide log ic a l
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to t he editor, g uest colum ns and
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should
be submitted via email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Letters must
be 200 to 300 words in length and
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include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We also inv ite st udent leaders
and USC faculty members to submit
guest columns. Columnists should
keep submissions to about 500 words
in length and include the author’s
name and position.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarit y, or not publish
at all.
A l l subm issions become t he
propert y of The Daily Gamecock
a nd mu s t c o n f or m t o t he le g a l
standards of USC Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you ﬁnd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock,
let us know about it. Email editor@dailygamecock.com
and we will print the correction in our next issue.
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Moksha heats up dance competition

Courtesy of USC Indian Cultural Exchange

Sai Patel, Laharee Parikh, Shreya Patel, Aesha Desai, Dhanika Patel, Pansi Patel, Hasita Patel, Vishal Champeneri, Evani Patel and Beraj Hira comprise ICE’s executive board.

USC Indian Cultural
Exchange hosts 7 dance
teams for ‘Night of Fire’
Arthur Braswell

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

The Koger Center of the Arts fi lled
its seats on Saturday with witnesses
to A ag K i Raat, t he USC I ndian
Cultural Exchange’s annual fusion
dance competition.
Aag Ki Raat translates literally to
“night of fire,” and that notion of
liveliness fittingly characterizes how
the show went.
T h e n i g ht b e g a n w it h h e a v y
emot ions i n a v ideo t r ibute to a
recently deceased former member
of the USC’s Moksha team, Krisha
Desa i. That sensat ion was t hen
channeled into vitality once the show
began and the verve of the dancers
fi lled the room.
I n add it ion to USC’s Mok sha,

teams from Tufts University, North
Carolina State, Georgia, George
Mason, Texas, Clemson and UNC
a l l comp eted i n a f u sion d a nc e
f or m at w it h c hore og r aphy t h at
meshed hip-hop, classical bhangra,
Bollywood and contemporary Indian
da nce music. Ma ny act s ut il ized
percussive instruments and props in
performances that were just as much
about t heater as t hey were about
gyration.
“The teams put on a g reat
performance,” said Arjun Varadarajan,
a fourth-year biolog y student who
is president of the Indian Cultural
Exchange. “Dancing is such a big part
of people’s culture and their music.”
Varadarajan said he was thrilled
with the participation.
“We got a great turnout. We got
a tea m f rom Boston a nd a tea m
from Texas, so we’re prett y happy
with that,” Varadarajan said. “Our
ex h ibit ion act , Mok sha, st ays i n

contact wit h what is a prett y big
Indian dance circuit.”
The fi rst two performances were a
retelling of the Tarzan legend and a
reinterpretation of Cinderella made
to f it into Indian cult ure dubbed
“C i nderla i la.” A l l per for ma nce s
included a brief, two-minute video
lead-up to the actual rendition.
Costumes ranged from
contemporary pop culture figures
and animalistic attire to classical
Indian dress. Participants changed
f requent ly, s u it i ng t he spi r it of
u ncer t a i nt y a nd d ra ma t hat was
present throughout the night.
Furthering the theatrical aspect
between the dances, the emcees of
the event, Supriya Juneja and Pooja
M a l hot ra, ac ted out sk it s wh ich
played on Indian stereot y pes and
ribbed at the customs of both Indian
and American culture.
Ultimately, UNC’s team, Chalkaa,
took home the first-place $1,000 prize,

with and University of Texas’s Saaya
and NC State’s Nazarre following as
runners-up.
The proceeds of the event were
split, with half of the donations going
to Ekal Vidyalaya, an organization
t hat aims to “bring educat ion to
underprivileged children in rural
pa r t s of I nd ia a nd empower t he
village community for its own selfdevelopment,” and t he ot her half
going to Globemed, wh ich seek s
t o b r i n g t og e t her s t ude nt s a nd
communities around the world to
improve the health of impoverished
people.
“This is what we’ve planned on
for six months,” Varadarajan said.
“It’s just a culmination of us coming
toget her, t r y ing to t hrow a great
event and trying to help the charities.
We’re helping people and mak ing
new friends; it means everything to
me.”
DG

Weekly Rundown
April 21 - 27

Photos courtesy of MTV, Old Crow Medicine Show, Tell All Your Friends PR, Andrew Askins and Midlands Authority for Conventions, Sports & Tourism

Who: Nicole Byer
What: Stand up comedy
When: April 22, 8 p.m.
W h e r e: R u s s e l l H o u s e
Ballroom
Cost: Free
Loud and sassy, comedian
Nicole Byer has made a
name for herself giving
advice on everything from
f ir st d ate c o nve r s ati o n
to c u r v e d p e n i s e s v i a
MTV’s Girl Code. If you’re
a fan of “Oops did I just
say that?” humor or
Cosmopolitan Magazine’s
advice columns, stop by
Byer’s one-woman show
and prepare to get told.
Mm-hmm.

Who: Old Crow Medicine
Show
What: Live music
When: April 24, doors open
at 7 p.m.
Where: Township Auditorium,
1703 Taylor St.
Cost: $25-35
No matter where you find
yourself on a Thursday night in
Columbia, you can guarantee
that “ Wagon Wheel” will
be blasted at some point
between 1 and 2 a.m. Get
rocked like a southbound
train in person with Old
Crow Medicine Show, who
released the song a decade
before Darius Rucker made it
a platinum record. The band,
along with musical peers
like Trampled By Turtles, is a
pioneer in a genre that some
refer to as “Newgrass” — an
alternative-infused bluegrass
revival characterized by ﬁddle,
banjo, guitar, harmonica and
lots of foot-stomping.

Who: Kwesi K and Nate
Walker
What: Live music
When: April 24, 8 p.m.
Where: Red Door Tavern,
134 ½ State St.
Cost: $3

P h i l a d e l p h i a n s i n g e rs o n g w r i te r Kw e s i K i s
stopping by to promote his
latest album, “Lovely” —
a hit-and-miss effort that
doesn’t quite know what
to do with his incredible,
folky R&B voice. At its best,
tracks like “Great Goodbye”
back his soulful vocals with
jam band gee-tar that keep
the pace at a lively tempo.
At its worst, the album
becomes so bogged down
by spacey acoustics that
tracks like “Lovely” are the
perfect cure for insomnia.

What: Midlands March for
Babies
When: April 26, 8 a.m.
Where: South Carolina
State Fairgrounds
Cost: Donation
March for Babies, a
fundraiser hosted by
March of Dimes, raises
funds for local programs
that seek to end premature
births. Since they started
walking in 1970, the charity
has raised over $2 billion
for babies. The walk also
funds research for other
health problems that aﬀect
infants. So strap on your
best walking sneakers and
securely fasten your fanny
pack in support Columbia’s
mothers — and their little
bundles of joy.

What: 7th Annual Greater
Columbia Record Fair
When: April 27, 12 p.m.-5
p.m.
Where: Columbia Museum
of Art, 1515 Main St.
Cost: Free
Gone vinyl and can’t go
back to the digital days?
First of all, stop thinking
you’re better than everyone
else. Second, hop on your
bicycle and pedal to the
Greater Columbia Record
Fair. Fill your handlebar
basket with choice picks
in records, LPs and 45s.
They’ve also got a beer
garden and KC’s hot dogs.

— Compiled by Alex
Buscemi, Mix Editor
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Unoriginal horror film fails to be frightening
Haunted mirror movie looks
good, but lacks scares, creativity
Jonathan Winchell

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“Oculus”
NOW IN THEATERS

Director: Mike Flanagan
Starring: Karen Gillan,
Brenton Thwaites, Katee
Sackhoﬀ
Rating: R for terror, violence,
some disturbing images,
brief language

Mirror, mirror, on the wall. Has
horror lost all its gall?
A you ng man, Tim Russell
(Brenton Thwaites of “Home and
Away”), is released from a mental
institution for the fi rst time since he
shot his father Alan (Rory Cochrane
of “A rgo”) as a you ng boy. H is
doctor has deemed him sane and
nonviolent enough to function in
society again.
Ti m st i l l k now s t h at he wa s
defending his sister, Kaylie (Karen
Gi l la n of “Doc tor W ho” ), a nd
himself from unusual evil forces
that took hold of their parents, but
he has managed to put on an act
convincing enough to be released.
He hopes to forget the past and try
and move forward, but his sister is
determined to prove his innocence.
She believes that all the horror
their family witnessed and suffered
was caused by a cursed mirror in
t hei r fat her’s st udy. W hen t he
children were young, their father

A “Bloomin” Great Deal
90 Days
No
Payment
$

$

$100
Cash
Back*
$

$

$

st a r ted becom i ng remote, a s if
put in a trance by the mirror. The
mother, Marie (Katee Sackhoff of
“Battlestar Galactica”), believed her
husband was having an affair, and
their marriage started to crumble.
Did child neglect and spousal
abuse arise because of the mirror’s
m a le v o le nt p o w e r, o r d i d t h e
children transfer their childhood
trauma into an inanimate object?
Because she works at an auction
house, Kaylie is able to obtain the
mirror in t ransit before it ships
to the person who purchased the
expensive antique. She brings Tim
to their childhood house and sets
up an elaborate system to prove
that the mirror is haunted. Alarms,
pulleys, house plants, dogs, cameras,
food and crates of water surround
the mirror. It would take too much
time to explain the purpose of all
those objects, but Kaylie wants to
scientifically prove that the mirror
caused not only the violence in her
own family but a history of murder
and suffering in the last hundred
years.
The mirror possesses alluring
powers that hypnotize people into
seeing and experiencing things that
are not actually happening. Or are
they?
Compared to a majority of modern
horror films, “Oculus” is slightly
above average. It is an eff icient,
handsomely crafted spookfest that
slowly increases t he tension and
doles out its scares without relying
on buckets of gore (not that there is
anything wrong with high volumes
of viscera, if it is splattered with
skill).

The plot, or Basil Exposition as
British film critic Mark Kermode
likes to call it, is overly convoluted
and too regimented. The mirror
comes with a long list of guidelines
about how it functions. So much
t ime is spent t r y ing to logically
explain this ultimately insignificant
gobbledygook that the horror that
transpires seems ludicrous.
Perhaps I have become nu mb
to being frightened in nearly all
films after having seen too many
hardcore horror fi lms, but I struggle
to u ndersta nd how a nyone over
the age of 13 could possibly find
t h is remotely scar y. One m ight
moment a r i ly be st a r t led, but
ever ything on screen is standard
material.
That is another reason the film
is mediocre: It feels like a dozen
other fi lms. It is as if the fi lmmakers
looked at t he box of f ice ret urns
for recent horror f ilms and took
from a handful of them. The fi lm is
from the producer of “Paranormal
Activit y” and “Insidious,” and it
feels cobbled together from pieces of
those fi lms as well as last summer’s
hit, “The Conjuring.”
The fi lm steals from recent horror
f ilms that stole themselves from
earlier films. To see this t ype of
film done exceedingly well, watch
t he 1963 f i l m ver sion of “ T he
H a u n t i n g ,” b a s e d o n S h i r l e y
Jackson’s novel “The Haunting of
Hill House.”
“Oculus” is slick but piecemeal,
and, like the mirror, only ref lects
what comes before it.
DG

Refinance your auto and save!
*Approval is based on credit worthiness; existing AllSouth auto loans are not eligible for this promotion. 2010 and newer vehicles only;
minimum loan amount of $5,000. Interest will continue to accrue during the 90 days with no payment. $100 will be deposited into your
savings account when the loan is established. Savings account required for membership.
Federally insured by NCUA

2012 Harden Street

(803) 736-3110
Online at

www.allsouth.org
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EMPLOYMENT
PT High End Retail Sales
PT Sales position in high
fashion optical boutique for
responsible, fashion conscious
individual. Sales exper a plus.
Must be detail-oriented w/
strong basic math skills. About
16-28 hrs/wk. Office hours
9-5:30 Mon-Sat (Usually alt
Sats). Please email resume,
references, avail hours &
compensation requirements to
follinevision@outlook.com

DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Earn $16/Hour during exam
week! Start summer with
some cash! Belltowerbooks.
com for info!

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE

HOROSCOPES

Aries
Seeds that were planted
begin to sprout. Enjoy the
garden. You’re entering
a stable phase. Be patient
reg a rd i ng m at ter s of
the heart. Consider new
opportunities today and
tomorrow. Acknowledge
the ones you love. Tell
them what you see shining
in them.

Taurus

Tr a v e l a n d r o m a n c e
would be nice today and
tomorrow. Avoid the roads
the day after that. The
sun is in your sign, and
you have the advantage
t h i s mont h . Ve nt u re
farther out. Choose your
path. Your family takes
top priority.

Gemini

Finish up old business
and focus on finances.
Get into details, and file
neatly when complete.
Cash flow improves. The
more you learn, the more
value you can provide.
Assimilate the reading.
Allow more time for quiet
contemplation over the
next month.

Cancer

Someone is say ing
nice things about you.
Team projects go well
t his mont h, wit h t he
sun in Taurus. Provide
suppor t, a nd rely on
y o u r f r ie nd s . D o n’t
rush things. Seek
new resources. Listen
t o lo v i n g a d v ic e . A
domestic puzzle piece
slips into place.
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Leo

Sagittarius

A d v a nc e you r c a re er
agenda for t he nex t
month, with the sun in
Taurus. A rise in status
is possible. Share your
talents, and follow the
rules. You have the time.
Sift for the gold. Prioritize
physical and spirit ual
health. Rest and eat well.

Work takes precedence
this month. Ask someone
who owes you a favor to
help. The solution is easier
t han ex pected. Today
a nd t o mo r r ow c ou ld
get especially profitable.
Review finances before
spending. Listen for the
backstory to a plot that
involves you.

Virgo

Travel beckons over the
next month, and dreams
of distant places fill your
h e a d . Yo u r g r o w i n g
ex per t ise generates
positive buzz. Let things
happen in due course.
There’s profit potential.
Go for substance over
s y mbol ism , f ac t over
fancy. Romance flowers
today and tomorrow.

Capricorn

Fix up your place today
and tomorrow, and share
the benefits. Meticulous
planning pays off. If you
need a partner, consider
upgrading a friend. Move
a d rea m for ward t h is
month, with the sun in
Taurus. Your irresistible
shine lights up the room.
Meditate for balance.

Aquarius

Libra

Scorpio

Develop and strengthen
partnerships this month,
w it h t he Tau r us su n.
G enerate ha r mony at
ho me . St ic k t o y o u r
principles, and inspire
others. You see the road
y o u w a n t t o f o l l o w.
Consult friends who’ve
been there. Include your
com mu n it y i n you r
schemes.

Ta k e i t s l o w , a n d
ap p r e c i at e t h e v ie w.
Explore your own
neighborhood today and
tomorrow. Assert your
wishes and express your
love this month. Inner
harmony inf uses your
efforts. Write, record and
capture images. Children
inspire your curiosit y.
Keep learning.

Q u iet c ont empl at ion
restores you, and personal
mat ter s t a ke pr ior it y
this month. Stay close to
home, and plan practical
logistics. Stay frugal, and
make a profit. Step into
increased responsibility,
and support a loved one.
Stay sensitive to their
desires. Learn new skills
for a n i n spi r i ng new
direction.

Pisces

S t u d y, t r a v e l a n d
exploration thrive over
the next month. Step up
your group leadership.
Focus creative energy on
bringing home the bacon.
Rethink an upcoming big
purchase. Get what you
need to get the job done.
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For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

TODAY
TEENAGE / 12 O’CLOCK BOYS / CHILD’S
POSE

USC UNIVERSITY BAND
7:30 p.m., free
Koger Center,

4 p.m. / 6 p.m. / 8:30 p.m., $8 per
film
The Nickelodeon, 1607 Main St.

1501 Greene St.

TOMORROW
BAD VEINS / TBA / DEXTRA
8:00 p.m., $4
The New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

USC SYMPHONIC WINDS
7:30 p.m., free
Koger Center, 1501 Greene St.

4/21/14

ACROSS
1 Long-necked
waders
7 Sgt. Friday’s
employer
11 Blow away
14 __ pork: Chinese
dish with pancakes
15 Fairy tale villain
16 Betty Crocker
product
17 Click-and-drag
tool
19 Impersonal
pronoun
20 Barnyard brayer
21 Half an Orkan
goodbye
22 Enjoyed, as a
lollipop
24 Filming locations
26 More out of
practice
28 Reunion
attendee, brieﬂy
30 Libyan or
Liberian, e.g.
34 Tequila plant
37 Kimono sash
38 Hefty volume
39 Learner’s permit
prerequisite, often
43 Guitarist Hendrix
44 Reveal, in verse
45 Thick, like fog
46 Step on the gas
48 Jack of late-night
TV
50 Legislative period
52 Mex. ladies
56 Samples a bit of
59 Univ. military org.
61 Dada co-founder
Jean
62 Actress Gardner
63 Memorable
surprise attack
site
66 Deafening noise
67 Sprinter’s path
68 “Seinfeld” woman
69 Fruit drink ending
70 Egg foo __
71 Name associated
with the start of
17-, 39- or 63Across
DOWN
1 Actresses
Watson and
Thompson
2 Fairy tale Mother
3 Shake awake

4 Superman’s
monogram
5 Afterwards
6 Forester
automaker
7 Legs-intertwined
meditative
position
8 Player’s rep.
9 Very productive
10 Naysayer
11 Helter-skelter
12 Rosé or
Cabernet
13 Crossed (out)
18 U.S. motto word
23 Animals, casually
25 Most wellinformed
27 Dana’s “forbidden
fragrance”
29 Grant wartime
foe
31 Nickel or dime
32 “Famous” cookie
guy
33 Hawaiian goose
34 Descriptive wds.
35 Golf club part
36 “Je t’__”: French
“I love you”
37 Shelley work
40 Philosopher
Jean-Jacques
41 “House” actor
Omar
42 Oral health org.

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

47 With intense
feeling
48 Motel amenity
49 “O Canada,” e.g.
51 Discount rack
abbr.
53 Former Israeli
leader Yitzhak
54 “The San
Francisco Treat”
sufﬁx
55 Shopper’s
indulgence
56 “I did it!”
57 Raring to go
58 Of sound mind

60 Colombian
city
64 __ Arbor,
Michigan
65 Took ﬂight
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Equestrian falls in national championship
Gamecocks drop
tiebreacker in rematch
against Georgia
David Roberts

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

It had been over six months since
a reg u la r season match bet ween
t he Sout h Carol i na a nd G eorg ia
equestrian teams came down to a
deciding tiebreaker.
The Gamecocks did not benefit
in t he October meet ing t hat saw
the two teams tied at the end of the
match, headed to a tiebreaker that the
Gamecocks would ultimately lose.
T h at muc h wa s t he sa me t h i s
time around, as South Carolina was
forced to watch as Georgia celebrated
t he win in a t iebreaker, claiming
the National Collegiate Equestrian
Association national title and ending
the Gamecocks’ season.
“I certainly think that when you’re
compet ing wit h a good team like
Georgia, you just can’t make mistakes,”
head coach Boo Major said. “A nd
unfortunately, we made a few mistakes
that we couldn’t get back. I just can’t
tell you how proud I am of this team.”
The Bulldogs grabbed an early lead
when they took three of four points
from South Carolina in equitation
on the f lat. Gamecock junior Alexa
Anthony was able to win the first point
of the match for the team but would
watch as Georgia claimed the next
three.
Sout h Carolina sh ined in bot h
horsemanship and equitation over
fences, tak ing t h ree point s f rom
each event, six in total. Senior Alison
Ceresani took the first point of the
horsemanship categor y and would
combine with redshirt senior Johnna
Letchworth and junior Sam Chiodo
to take a convincing 3-1 victory in the
event.
Major spoke on South Carolina’s
valiant attempt to take the lead, led

mostly by a veteran senior squad.
“They went out there, and there
was certainly a lot of pressure on them
to stay positive and keep doing good
things out there,” Major said. “Alexa
didn’t win her point, but, again, it was
the same situation where she didn’t
lose by much and she really put it all
out there.”
The G amecock s would get
contributions from juniors A mber
Henter and Katherine Schmidt in
equitation over fences, earning a 3-1
win.
With the t wo teams exchanging
blows, trading event for event, the
scoring in reigning eventually proved
to be the difference maker between the
squads.
The Gamecocks held a 7-5 lead
heading into the event but watched as
Lauren Garmon evened the match at
seven points apiece.
T he n L au r e n T ie c he p u t t he
Bulldogs on top in what proved to be
the final blow. Junior Layla Choate
managed to pull through in the fi nal
point, pushing the score to 8-8, but it
would prove to be all for naught as the
Bulldogs bested South Carolina with a
raw score of 2,323.5 to 2,219.
Saturday’s loss was just the third
of the Gamecocks’ season. Two of
the team’s three losses came against
Georgia, with the other coming at
the hands of Texas A&M earlier this
season. The Gamecocks had reeled off
eleven consecutive wins before the loss.
South Carolina managed to defeat
both TCU (9-7) and Auburn (10-6) at
the NCEA National Championship in
Waco, Texas, but could not escape its
rival SEC foe.
“We just ... weren’t able to carry
it out in the long run,” Major said.
“Our girls just handled themselves
beautifully, and I can’t be more proud
of them.”
Courtesy of MCT Campus
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Junior Amber Henter picked up a victory in equitation over fences against Georgia.

Gamecocks
reach SEC
quarterfinals

Olivia Barthel / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Junior closer Joel Seddon earned the win Sunday against Auburn for his 2 1/3 innings of work in which he allowed two hits.
BASEBALL • Continued from 1
“Sometimes one win is more important than one win,”
head coach Chad Holbrook said. “This was probably one of
those.”
Sophomore Jack Wy nkoop went seven innings and
allowed two runs on eight hits in the second game of the
doubleheader, but it was junior Cody Mincey that picked up
the win after tossing one shutout inning in which he allowed
one hit.
Sunday’s rubber match went down to the wire as well after
the two teams entered the eighth inning tied at three runs
apiece.
After Cone drove in the tying run a day earlier, his sacrifice
fly brought home the winner Sunday in the top of the eighth.
“We came out loose and came to the park in a better frame
of mind today,” Holbrook said.
Freshman starting pitcher Wil Crowe went 5 2/3 innings

in the series finale, allowing three runs on six hits and
striking out six. Another reliever earned the win Sunday, as
junior Joel Seddon was credited after allowing two hits in his
2 1/3 innings of work to close out the contest.
In Friday’s 4-2 loss, junior ace Jordan Montgomery picked
up a tough third loss of the season after allowing just four
hits in a complete-game effort.
This weekend’s SEC series victory at Auburn was South
Carolina’s first since completing a three-game sweep of
Tennessee in March.
With just four series left in conference play, Holbrook said
the victory over the Tigers will go a long way in bringing the
Gamecocks back to their early-season form.
“It was a big win for us and a big weekend for us,” Holbrook
said. “Finding a way to win a big series on the road like this,
I hope it gives us some momentum going forward.”
DG

Women’s golf earns 2nd place in conference
The regular season has come to a
close for many spring sports, and it’s
SEC championship time for several
South Carolina teams.
Women’s golf was one of the most
successful units over the weekend,
as the Gamecocks fi nished in second
place at the conference championships
with a three-round total score of 890,

or 26 over par. Entering the weekend,
the Gamecocks were ranked sixth
nationally.
On Su nday ’s 290 -st roke rou nd
for the team, junior Justine Dreher
reg istered t he be st score of a ny
South Carolina golfer, turning in a
one-under 71. Her two-over 218 on
the weekend landed in fourth place

individually.
The next move for the Gamecocks
will be the NCA A regionals, where
they will compete in either Florida,
Oklahoma or Washington.
— Compiled b y Danny Gar r ison,
Sports Editor
DG

T he me n’s a nd wo me n’s
ten n is tea m s were bot h i n
action at their respective SEC
tournaments over the weekend,
a nd b ot h tea m s pic ked up
victories in their fi rst contests
before event ually falling to
higher seeds.
The men k icked of f t heir
tournament run Thursday as
t he No. 7 seed wit h a noon
meet i ng w it h 10 t h- seeded
A l ab a m a. T he G a me co c k s
cla i med a 4 -1 v ic tor y over
t he Crimson Tide behind a
doubles-point triumph and a
match-clinching singles win
by freshman Andrew Schafer.
Sout h Carolina would drop
its first singles matchup in a
meeting between the two teams’
No. 1 players, but Schafer would
cap off three consecutive singles
wins for the Gamecocks.
T he men’s ten n is tea m’s
conference tournament r un
ended Friday against eventual
SEC champion Texas A&M,
the No. 2 seed.
After losing the doubles point
to the Aggies, South Carolina’s
only player to earn a singles
victory was junior Kyle Koch on
the No. 5 court on the way to a
4-1 overall loss to Texas A&M.
T he women received t he
No. 8 seed for their conference
tournament and began play on
Thursday against ninth-seeded
Ole Miss.
The Gamecocks moved past
the Rebels with a 4-2 victory
behind a doubles-point win and
singles triumphs from juniors
Elixane Lechemia and Meghan
Blevins as well as freshman
Brigit Folland.
The women would also exit
the tournament Friday, losing
to No. 1 seed Alabama in a 4-2
decision.
— Compiled by Danny
Garrison, Sports Editor

